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Evolution: Theory that all species of animals and plants developed
from earlier forms by hereditary transmission of slight variations in
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The Vatican has admitted that Charles Darwin’s theory of
evolution should not have been dismissed and claimed it is
compatible with the Christian view of creation. According to the
Telegraph, Archbishop Gianfranco Ravasi, the head of the
pontifical Council for Culture, said while the church had been
hostile to Darwin’s theory in the past, the idea of evolution could
be traced to St Augustine and St Thomas Aquinas. Father
Giuseppe Tanzella-Nitti of the Pontifical Santa Croce University in
Rome, added that 4th century theologian St Augustine had “never
heard the term evolution, but knew that big fish eat smaller fish”
and forms of life had been transformed “slowly over time”.
(The Times of India, New Delhi, February 12,2009, p. 19)
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