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IN SITUATIONS of adversity, head-on confrontation, as a means of eliminating opposition, is frequently resorted to. As a negative reaction, it is almost always counterproductive. Experience shows that the better way is to take positive action. That is, to return good for evil. 

After much deliberation, I have come to the conclusion that riots should be treated not as a communal evil, but as a human problem, and ways and means should be found to solve them peacefully. Muslims should not see Hindus as adversaries. Two rules Muslims should observe are to refrain from interfering with Hindu processions and to stifle their reactions to provocative slogans. 

In a similar situation, identical advice was given to Muslims in the Qur’an in Islam's early stages: "Repel evil with good and he between whom and you was enmity will become your dearest friend." (Qur’an, 41:35). 

Recently, Christians were subjected to violence in several States. Extremists burnt alive a Christian missionary, Graham Stewart Staines, and his sons in Manoharpur in Orissa in January 1999. Yet, his widow, Gladys, said, "May God forgive the killers. May God touch and liberate their hearts through love." 

Those who advise Christians to take to the course of confrontation have nothing to do with the Christian spirit. Christ and his followers were faced with a far more severe kind of persecution. Then what was the key to success given by Christ? According to the New Testament, Christ's guidance took the shape of a three-point formula: Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is due to God. That is, follow the policy of avoidance of those who are in power instead of pursuing the policy of confrontation with them, and concentrate your efforts on non-political spheres. 

One, who seeks your shirt, let him have your cloak also. That is, whenever faced with any form of conflict, do not insist on a bilateral solution. That is, put an end to the conflict unilaterally, at the very outset. 

Love your enemy. That is, take your enemy as your potential friend. The believer's response shouldn't be that of dividing people into two dichotomous groups — friends and enemies. They should not regard hostility to be a permanent state of affairs and then start on a collision course bred out of hatred. The 2,000-year history of Christians tells us that whenever they found success, it was not achieved by fighting evil with evil, but by following the teachings of Christ. For instance, in its early days in Palestine, there was formidable opposition to Christianity from the Jewish community, leading to an exodus of Christians to surrounding countries. Yet, Christianity spread, not because the Christians launched violent campaigns against the Jews, but because in their new homelands, they practiced love and service to the people. 

Conversely, when the Christians chose to diverge from their principles — in the 200-year long Crusades — their efforts came to naught with their ultimate defeat by the Muslims. However, with the end of the Crusades came a change of heart and a reversal of policy. New groups of Christians devoted themselves to reviving the true spirit of Christianity. 

Books in Arabic and other languages were translated on a large scale into European languages, making a major contribution to the Renaissance. The Christian nations of Europe may have suffered defeat in war, but in the field of knowledge and spirituality they emerged victorious, ushering in a new era in history known as the age of scientific revolution. 
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